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he was regional— he had touched the universal concrete and by sending
his creative roots deep down in the soul of Bengal— the poet had effected
contact with perennial springs of inspiration. Bengal's customs and folk-
lore— her mythologics and her beautiful old crafts Bengal's songs sang
by her boatman and tillers of the soil- the old and vital words that are
still used by the peasants— entered into the heart of his verse. His songs
are resonants with folk tunes— and folk rhymes just as poetry is filled

with poetry of common life.”
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dimension; it stands over motifs, which are treated as
further irreducible elements. But in this case Propp
renmarks, each sentence constitutes a motif, and the
analysis of tales must be taken to a level that today would
be called ‘molecular’ however, no motif can be said to be
indivisible, since an example as simple as ‘A dragon
abducts the kings daughter’ may be decomposed into at
least four elements, each of which is commutable with
others (‘dragon’ with soricerer’, ‘whirlwind’, ‘devil’, ‘eagle’
etc; ‘abduction’ with ‘Vampinism’, puting to sleep’ etc;
‘daughter’ with ‘sister’, ‘bride’, ‘mother’ etc; and finally
‘king’ with ‘prince’, ‘peasants’, etc.) Smallar units than
motifs are thus obtained, which according to Propp, have

no independent logical existence’.
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